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SEPTEMBER 2016 News and Notes
Brothers and Sisters,
The summer is nearly in the books. Even on vacation, most everywhere we went, children and
teachers were already returning to school—yes, even in early to mid-August! And by the time you’re reading
this the backpacks will have been filled and all that’s left are the back-to-school pictures of the first day! Back
to school and, …you guessed it if you’re guessing “back to Church!”
Lots of things are happening this fall at Llanerch—starting, of course, with Back to School and Back to
Church. We’ll bless backpacks and send our children and teachers off with a special blessing on September
11th and we’re starting up Sunday School on September 18th. And on the 25th of September, we’re kicking off
what will be a fall emphasis this year, “The Church has Left the Building.” You’ll read more about these things
in this newsletter!
But I want to start with what I hope can be a special emphasis for all of us this fall, and that’s for us to
consider INVITATION—that God is inviting us to be renewed and refreshed in our faith-relationships; that we
are called to invite others to join us in ministry and witness to Jesus; that we are invited to respond to those in
need around us.
One of my colleagues, in responding to a question about Evangelism and the Doctrine of Election,
recently asked church leaders around the country to consider that “in Christ, God has always, already chosen
us,” and that everyone that we meet “has always, already been chosen by God for grace and for goodness.”
What if we are especially chosen by God, in Christ, to be agents—not just of worshiping on Sundays
and learning lessons in Sunday School—of inviting others to experience the love and grace of God that we
have? What if we are agents, not meant to tell others how to believe, or to try and get others to believe as we
believe, but instead, are simply called to invite them to participate in the joy and justice of the gospel with us?
So we’re trying to set up our Fall Season as a time of “invitation.” Hoping that the members and
friends of our congregation will be invited to participate both in worship and in witness. AND, hoping that our
members and friends will seek to INVITE OTHERS to simply join us in worship and witness. It should include
some Sundays, but also some things we do together beyond Sundays.
You can check out some of what this means in this month’s newsletter as we look forward to hearing
the impact of some of our mission activities this summer, learning how far our mission work reaches, inviting
you to consider helping us working among the community and for others. And the way to do that is with our
love, our prayers, our hands and work, our blessing and commitments to share. And we’re going to do this
together, as a whole congregation, as we participate in the Church has Left the Building.
So, come on back. The door is open, wide. We’re inviting you to experience a new emphasis where we
try and make the walls around us disappear, so that others can see our work and witness and love of Jesus.
It’s not just that we’ve left the doors unlocked and are waiting for others to crack them open and come in. It’s
that we’re thinking of ourselves as people who have already been chosen by God—in Christ—and who are
equipped for ministry together. We want the world to see us, and be invited to join us!
None of this is easy. But we have Jesus to show us the way. See you in Church!

Worship in SEPTEMBER!
Welcome back to Church! Summer’s over and we have a busy season of INVITATION going on in worship! So,
know you’re invited for Labor Day weekend with the Celebration of the Lord’s Supper! For September 11th—
as we send our children and teachers back to school and commission our Sunday School season. For
September 18th, when Sunday School begins and when we celebrate Theological Education. And for
September 25th, when we kick off our fall “Church Has Left the Building” Program!
DATE:

CELEBRATION:

FIRST READING:

GOSPEL:

September 4th

16th Sunday after Pentecost
and the Lord’s Supper

Jeremiah 18: 1-11

Luke 14: 25-33

September 11th

17th Sunday after Pentecost
and Blessing of Backpacks

Jeremiah 4: 11-12, 22-28

Luke 15: 1-10

September 18th

18th Sunday after Pentecost
and first week of Sunday
School

Jeremiah 8: 18 – 9:1

Luke 16: 1-13

September 25th

19th Sunday after Pentecost

Jeremiah 32: 1-3a, 6-15

Luke 16: 19-31

"THE SOUNDS OF VENICE"
Our Minister of Music, Georgia Schrom, had a great time playing the organ at iconic St. Mark’s Basilica in
Venice, last month! Ask her about the details! She’s offered to share pictures and some of the music she
played at a special program in October. So, STAY TUNED about the details and come and share in the journey!

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS

CARE CLOSET CANS are collected in worship
on the First Sunday of the Month—Sunday,
September 4th! Bring your family’s care closet
can with you to worship!

The first week of our 2016-17 SUNDAY SCHOOL PROGRAM will be Sunday, September 18th.

MISSISON NEWS
Over the year, we’ve been working on re-thinking Mission as a way of understanding our role in the
community as church members. As part of the “New Beginnings” program, we’ve seen how important ministry
to the community is as a way to express our commitment to the Gospel, and as a way of strengthening our ties
with each other. The Mission team embarked on a “Total Mission Project” this year to assess how our Church
and its members touch others in the community through mission, taking all giving together. Some of the
results are displayed in the Sanctuary of the church in the form of more than 40 posters that show where
Mission giving of the church is directed in the Delaware Valley, in addition to where individual giving and
serving is making a difference in the local area. Thanks to all those who volunteered information about the
organizations and programs they have been supporting. Take a look at all that we have done as a church and a
body of believers acting out of love. Our commitment to “bearing each other’s burdens” can clearly be seen.
In the next month, we’ll be posting a new set of images showing where Church and individual contributions
and service are being received beyond our region and around the world.
In this same light, the New Beginnings groups found some new ways to strengthen this mission focus in
addition to our substantial service to the Connect by Night program in the winter months. In late July, a group
of from Llanerch Presbyterian members met with members of Christ Community Church to prepare a meal for
the guests at the Life Center on 63rd Street. CCC (formerly Riverview Presbyterian) has been serving at the
Life Center on any 5th Saturday of the month for many years. After a brief prayer, the inter-church team
rustled up soup, salad, bread and dessert for approximately 200 people. The cooking team finished as the
transporting and serving team gathered to make the delivery to the waiting guests. The daily Life Center meal
is open to all, and leftovers are distributed as extra portions for family members at home. The fellowship
between church members, with our church partners, and with the guests, was a special exhilaration. We’re
looking at another opportunity to serve on October 29, so keep posted.
Thanks to all in the large group who participated in this experiment in outreach (6 bakers, 5 cooks, and 7
servers). Thanks also to all who donated socks that went to the guests at the Broad Street Ministry under the
care of Rev. Andy Greenhow. (Those socks had walked away on happy feet by the end of Monday.) Thanks to
all who donated food for the Food Bank at Chester Eastside Ministry. (September donations will be dedicated
on Sunday the 18th!) Finally, thanks to those who participated in the church’s summer Red Cross Blood Drive.
More than 20 units of blood were collected (in our air-conditioned annex in the Haverford Free Library!)

Per Capita Appeal
Our church is a member of the Presbytery of Philadelphia, and our
support of the Presbytery is the backbone of our connection to the larger
church. Each year, we offer an amount to support the Presbytery based
on our membership, known as the per capita apportionment. This money
supports local and regional staff members and the operation of the
General Assembly in Louisville, Kentucky. You will soon be receiving an
envelope that you can use to help us meet this obligation. The support we receive from Presbytery is
real, so thank you for making this part of your giving.

SCOUTING NEWS
Boy Scouts from Troop 434 at Llanerch Presbyterian had a busy summer of
outdoor activities since their final meeting at the church in June. More than 30
boys and 5 adult leaders attended Summer camp at Gooseneck Scout
Reservation in July, a chance for trying new activities and earning merit badges
and rank advancement. In August, a group of older scouts and leaders led by Sam
Angell took a “medium adventure” trip hiking in the Adirondacks. They ran into
a lot of rain but have been careful not to complain. Two boys in the troop also
experienced their overnight Ordeal for the Order of the Arrow, the honor society within Scouts. To get a
chance to experience the Ordeal, boys are nominated by others in their unit who have already participated. In
addition, Life Scout Marcus Shera completed his Eagle Scout project by building a kiosk installed in the dog
play area at the Haverford Reserve. His final project report was approved by the local board in August, the last
of a spectacular run of scouts with a great heart for service. Congratulations to Marcus and his family.
The fall is shaping up to include more fun and also service. The Scouts will be camping at the Citta Scout
Reservation on Long Beach Island at the end of September, and have camping planned through November.
They’ll be completing a project at Nitre Hall this month at the request of the Historical Society, who is seeking
to make programming at the Lawrence Cabin accessible to all students. You’ll also see them in outside the
School District Building on Sept 19. They’ll be offering car washes as a fundraiser for the troop, so be ready to
get sparkling.

HEY? WHEN’S THE STEWARDSHIP
CAMPAIGN?
So, Hey! Welcome back to Church! We hope your summer
was fabulous, and we’re excited about church programming
and we hope you are, too. By now, you’ve heard about several
things happening this fall, and one of the things you won’t hear
a lot about is STEWARDSHIP. It’s not because we’ve stopped
believing stewardship is important—it really is! It’s because we
think there’s a better time to talk about giving to God and in
particular, giving to our congregation—but it needs to be at a time when we aren’t overwhelmed with
“back to school” and inviting people to participate in new activities and programs.
Know that we ARE THINKING ABOUT STEWARDSHIP. But we’re going to talk about it in January,
rather than the fall. Yes. We know that’s a big change. Session considered carefully what it means
to break the tradition, but acted believing there was a better way of talking about stewardship and
giving at a different time.
STAY TUNED! Don’t wait by the mailbox for your “letter.” Come and join us in ministry and witness!

The Church Has Left the Building is coming! …Say what?
Have you heard about “Church has left the building?”
There’s been a little confusion, so let’s clarify. “Church has left the
building” is a way of describing a DAY OF SERVICE in which our
congregation is committing to, in leiu of a traditional worship
service. The idea is that rather than remaining committed to
Sunday worship, we give up one Sunday as a way of connecting with
other people and the world around us by serving in ways that look
like and honor Jesus.
This doesn’t mean we’re going to stop worshipping in church. This doesn’t mean we are going to
abandon our church building. It means that on ONE SUNDAY (November 6th), when you come to worship
you’ll be invited to participate in SERVICE PROJECTS in and for our community. You’ll hear more of this as
we describe the program in detail starting on September 25th. We’ll spend October looking forward and
getting ready for the day of service. And then, on the Sunday of Service (November 6th) you’ll come to the
Church in order to be dispersed in teams to your service locations. We’ll have an opening prayer and blessing
for our service, and we’ll gather together to celebrate, share stories, and share a meal together in the
afternoon.
Other churches have tried this and liked it; so we’re joining a number of churches in our Presbytery,
including our friends at Beverly Hills Presbyterian Church in participating in 2016. The Theme will be “Inside
out… set your faith free.” We’ll begin exploring what this means for our life together as we talk about specific
plans and details later this month.
Questions? More information will be shared this month! But if you have concerns, please speak with
Rev. Stipp-Bethune.

CONVENIENT PLEDGING. GIVE IT A TRY!
WE’RE GLAD TO MAKE ONLINE GIVING AVAILABLE FOR FINANCIAL GIVING
TO OUR CONGREGATION.
You can make secure, online gifts to our congregation by using our web portal
provided by the Presbyterian Foundation. It takes less than a minute, and your
pledged giving can go directly from your checking/savings account to our
Church account. You can schedule your gifts for the whole year, make
contributions monthly, or give weekly. If you haven’t tried it, you might like it!

Access the “Give Now” Button on the “Donate” tab on our website, or use your smartphone or
tablet to scan the QR code on the right!

It’s that time of year, again! Summer isn’t quite over, but school starts
soon. And here’s a list of favorite “Back to Church” activities to put on
your fall calendar! Don’t miss out!

September 4th:

Labor Day Weekend. Worship is at 10:00am and includes the Lord’s Supper.

September 11th: Worship time returns to 11:00am. Rally Sunday. Commissioning of our 2016-17 Sunday
School Program. Blessing of Backpacks during worship!
September 18th:

Sunday School begins!

September 25th:

Kick off for “Church Has Left the Building”

October 2nd:

World Communion Sunday! Worship includes the Lord’s Supper!

October 9th:

Blessing of the Animals Service.
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